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THE THREE MUREX SPECIES

Every shade in this collection is derived from one or more of three Mediterranean murex snails. Each species contributes a distinct base hue, and the same

gland secretion can shift dramatically depending on how it is processed — oxidized in direct sunlight, left to develop in shade, or cured slowly under

moonlight.

Hexaplex trunculus
syn. Murex trunculus, Phyllonotus trunculus — “Banded
Dye-Murex”

The sole source for every shade in the Pure Extracts –
Blue section that follows. Its precursor converts to
indigotin-dominant compounds, producing the blue and
blue-violet family historically associated with tekhelet.

Bolinus brandaris
syn. Murex brandaris — “Spiny Dye-Murex”

The classic source of reddish Tyrian purple. Rich in the
brominated indigoid (6,6′-dibromoindigo) that gives
the deep red-purple cast found across the Purple,
Magenta, and Maroon collections.

Stramonita haemastoma
syn. Thais haemastoma — “Red-Mouthed Rock Shell”

Contributes warmer, redder undertones. Rarely used
alone; most often blended with brandaris (and
occasionally trunculus) to push a base shade toward
maroon, burgundy, or magenta.

How to read the collection

Pure Extracts – Blue is single-species: every shade on that page comes from Hexaplex trunculus alone, with no blending. Every other section — Purple, Magenta,

Maroon, and the ready-mixed Paint Pigments — is built from Bolinus brandaris and Stramonita haemastoma individually, or from combinations of all three species.

Within each of those sections, the exact formula (species ratio plus the light exposure used during oxidation — full sun, shade, or moonlight curing) is what separates

closely related shades such as the “Imperial,” “Maroon,” and “Magenta” families from one another.



Carthaginian 
Royal Blue 

#231e30
Deep Blue 
#211e31

Royal Blue
#201b2c

Miracle Blue III 
#231f30

Trunculus Navy 
blue

#1d1824
Royal Indigo
#221c29

Carthaginian 
Saphire Blue

#281c1c
Trunculus Blue
#1c1721

Trunculus Indigo
#232139
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Trunculus 
Brandaris Purple 

#322d4d
Brandaris Imperial 

#664673
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Carthaginian 
Raisin Imperial 

(H-base essence)

#4c284a

Orion Imperial
(Moonless night)

#36222f
Jaracanda 
Imperial 

#472748
Hadrim  Imperial

#442737
UTICA Imperial

#2d1d2c
Medusa Imperial

#362134

Haspar Imperial
#3d2131

Meninx Imperial
#351e30

Blood red 
Imperial

#381c2a
Carthaginian imperial 

red porphyry 
(B-base essence)

#47263d
Carthaginian 
MAUVINE

#321c2f

Mohagony 
Imperial

#34273b

Carthaginian 
imperial porphyry

(B-base) 

#4f273e
Carthaginian 

Janum Imperial
(H-base) 

#442643

Zouchis Imperial
#342232
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Crimson Imperial
#8a4552

Raspberry Imperial
#914d5e

Purple pearl 
Imperial

#743a5e
Ruby Imperial
#7b3a48

Blood red 
Imperial

#8b4758
Fushia Purple
#8b4963

Carthaginian 
Fuschia 

#864c72
Lavender Imperial

#663b5d
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Imperial Carthaginian 
Serguia

#3d1b2a
Hamilcar Imperial

#422334
Carthaginian 

Imperial Maroon  

#452234
Jupiter 

Carthaginian 
Imperial

#432534
Hasdrubal Imperial

#4f2839
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